Proposal: The Go-Back Club and Groundswell News

... a simple-living/action brigade and climate activist newspaper...

A project of the Grassroots Coalition for Environmental and Economic Justice,
a 501(c)(3) organization, EIN# 52-1713427

Submitted by lona Conner, Founder of The Go-Back Club, Publisher/Editor of Groundswell News
21431 Marlin Circle, Shade Gap, Pennsylvania 17255
814-259-3680 (home), 814-515-3809 (cell)
gobackclub@pa.net; www.gobackclub.org

The Grassroots Coalition was founded in 1990 by John and lona Conner with a mission of creating the
critical mass of active participants needed to bring ecological justice to this Earth by providing
information and resources to individuals which encourage and assist them to make lifestyle
changes beneficial to the environment and to promote and facilitate group activities,
which effectively grapple with local and global environmental concerns.
lona founded The Go-Back Club in 2013, including a newspaper.

Notice footsteps going from right to left, getting smaller.

That’s our mission: smaller carbon footprints.


mailto:gobackclub@pa.net
http://www.gobackclub.org/

Problem: We are now seeing ever-intensifying consequences of Climate Change: Category 5 hurricanes,
extreme tornadoes, rising oceans, floods, dying coral reefs, acidic oceans killing the base of the marine
food chain, extreme heat, famine, drought, wildfires, rivers drying up, flooding, melting glaciers and ice
caps, mass migrations, diseases, wars, all of which create horror, destruction, and death.

Observations of both the Antarctic and Greenland ice sheets indicate that they are shrinking. Recent
studies indicate that the situation in West Antarctica may have already passed the point of no return (a
tipping point). Human activity is raising the global mean temperature, causing the West Antarctic ice
sheet to melt. As it melts, the white ice shrinks, exposing dark water, which absorbs more heat than
white ice does. That additional heat melts more ice, exposing more dark water, melting more ice, with
the heat eventually reaching a point where it can melt the ice without human intervention; it carries on
of its own accord.

A second example involves the release of methane, locked in the rapidly-melting permafrost of Russia,
Canada, and northern Europe. A third involves deforestation in tropical South and Southeast Asia, Africa,
and South America. In all of these examples, human activity is causing the current state to progress to
the point where it ‘crosses a line’ and becomes a new state in which further change no longer depends
on our activity. We are now on the brink of passing several tipping points. These tipping points and their
immanent arrival, in 5-10 years, constitute the crux of the Climate Change crisis, signaling the
intensifying of the consequences of Climate Change for hundreds of years, while humans stand on the
sidelines, powerless to intervene.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE IPCC SUMMARY FOR POLICYMAKERS, October 6, 2018
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Global Warming of 1.5°C

A. Understanding Global Warming of 1.5°C

Al. Human activities are estimated to have caused approximately 1.0°C of global warmings
above pre-industrial levels, with a likely range of 0.8°C to 1.2°C. Global warming is likely to
reach 1.5°C between 2030 and 2052 if it continues to increase at the current rate. (high
confidence) {1.2, Figure SPM.1}
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Cumulative emissions of COz and future non-CO: radiative forcing determine
the probability of limiting warming to 1.5°C

a) Observed global temperature change and modeled
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Figure SPM.1: Panel a: Observed monthly global mean surface temperature (GMST) change grey
line up to 2017, from the HadCRUT4, GISTEMP, Cowtan-Way, and NOAA datasets) and
estimated anthropogenic global warming (solid orange line up to 2017, with orange shading
indicating assessed likely range). Orange dashed arrow and horizontal orange error bar show
respectively central estimate and likely range of the time at which 1.5°C is reached if the current
rate of warming continues. The grey plume on the right of Panel a) shows the likely range of
warming responses, computed with a simple climate model, to a stylized pathway (hypothetical



future) in which net CO2 emissions (grey line in panels b and c) decline in a straight line from
2020 to reach net zero in 2055 and net non-CO2 radiative forcing (grey line in panel d) increases
to 2030 and then declines. The blue plume in panel a) shows the response to faster CO2
emissions reductions (blue line in panel b), reaching net zero in 2040, reducing cumulative CO2
emissions (panel ¢). The purple plume shows the response to net CO2 emissions declining to zero
in 2055, with net non-COz2 forcing remaining constant after 2030. The vertical error bars on right
of panel a) show the likely ranges (thin lines) and central terciles (33rd — 66th percentiles, thick
lines) of the estimated distribution of warming in 2100 under these three stylized pathways.
Vertical dotted error bars in panels b, ¢ and d show the likely range of historical annual and
cumulative global net CO2 emissions in 2017 (data from the Global Carbon Project) and of net
non-COz radiative forcing in 2011 from ARS5, respectively. Vertical axes in panels ¢ and d are
scaled to represent approximately equal effects on GMST.

A.2. Warming from anthropogenic emissions from the pre-industrial period to the present

will persist for centuries to millennia and will continue to cause further long-term changes in the
climate system, such as sea level rise, with associated impacts (high confidence), but these
emissions alone are unlikely to cause global warming of 1.5°C (medium confidence) {1.2, 3.3,
Figure 1.5, Figure SPM.1}

A2.2. Reaching and sustaining net-zero global anthropogenic CO2 emissions and declining net
non-COz2 radiative forcing would halt anthropogenic global warming on multi-decadal timescales
(high confidence).

C2. Pathways limiting global warming to 1.5°C with no or limited overshoot would require
rapid and far-reaching transitions in energy, land, urban and infrastructure (including

transport and buildings), and industrial systems (high confidence). These systems transitions are
unprecedented in terms of scale, but not necessarily in terms of speed, and imply deep emissions
reductions in all sectors, a wide portfolio of mitigation options and a significant upscaling of
investments in those options (medium confidence).

C3.4. Most current and potential CDR measures could have significant impacts on land, energy,
water, or nutrients if deployed at large scale (high confidence). Afforestation and bioenergy may
compete with other land uses and may have significant impacts on agricultural and food systems,
biodiversity and other ecosystem functions and services (high confidence). Effective governance
is needed to limit such trade-offs and ensure permanence of carbon removal in terrestrial,
geological and ocean reservoirs (high confidence). Feasibility and sustainability of CDR use
could be enhanced by a portfolio of options deployed at substantial, but lesser scales, rather than
a single option at very large scale (high confidence).

C3.5. Some AFOLU-related CDR measures such as restoration of natural ecosystems and soil
carbon sequestration could provide co-benefits such as improved biodiversity, soil quality, and
local food security. If deployed at large scale, they would require governance systems enabling
sustainable land management to conserve and protect land carbon stocks and other ecosystem
functions and services (medium confidence).

D2. The avoided climate change impacts on sustainable development, eradication of poverty and
reducing inequalities would be greater if global warming were limited to 1.5°C rather than 2°C,



if mitigation and adaptation synergies are maximized while trade-offs are minimized (high
confidence).

D3.1. Adaptation options that reduce the vulnerability of human and natural systems have many
synergies with sustainable development, if well managed, such as ensuring food and water
security, reducing disaster risks, improving health conditions, maintaining ecosystem services
and reducing poverty and inequality (high confidence). Increasing investment in physical and
social infrastructure is a key enabling condition to enhance the resilience and the adaptive
capacities of societies. These benefits can occur in most regions with adaptation to 1.5°C of
global warming (high confidence).

D3.3. A mix of adaptation and mitigation options to limit global warming to 1.5°C, implemented
in a participatory and integrated manner, can enable rapid, systemic transitions in urban and rural
areas (high confidence). These are most effective when aligned with economic and sustainable
development, and when local and regional governments and decision makers are supported by
national governments (medium confidence).

D4. Mitigation options consistent with 1.5°C pathways are associated with multiple synergies
and trade-offs across the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). While the total number of
possible synergies exceeds the number of trade-offs, their net effect will depend on the pace
and magnitude of changes, the composition of the mitigation portfolio and the management of
the transition. (high confidence)



Indicative linkages between mitigation options and sustainable
dEUElOpﬂ‘IEI‘It using SDGs (The linkages do not show costs and benefits)

Mitigation options deployed in each sector can be associated with potential positive effects (synergies) or
negative effects (trade-offs) with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The degree to which this
potential is realized will depend on the selected portfolio of mitigation options, mitigation policy design,
and local circumstances and context. Particularly in the energy-demand sector, the potential for synergies is
larger than for trade-offs. The bars group individually assessed options by level of confidence and take into
account the relative strength of the assessed mitigation-3DG connections.
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D5.6. Education, information, and community approaches, including those that are
informed by Indigenous knowledge and local knowledge, can accelerate the wide scale
behaviour changes consistent with adapting to and limiting global warming to 1.5°C. [This
is where Groundswell News comes in.] These approaches are more effective when combined
with other policies and tailored to the motivations, capabilities, and resources of specific actors
and contexts (high confidence). Public acceptability can enable or inhibit the implementation of
policies and measures to limit global warming to 1.5°C and to adapt to the consequences. Public
acceptability depends on the individual’s evaluation of expected policy consequences, the
perceived fairness of the distribution of these consequences, and perceived fairness of decision
procedures (high confidence).

D6.1. Social justice and equity are core aspects of climate-resilient development pathways that
aim to limit global warming to 1.5°C as they address challenges and inevitable trade-offs, widen
opportunities, and ensure that options, visions, and values are deliberated, between and within
countries and communities, without making the poor and disadvantaged worse off (high
confidence).

D7. Strengthening the capacities for climate action of national and sub-national authorities,
civil society, the private sector, indigenous peoples and local communities can support the
implementation of ambitious actions implied by limiting global warming to 1.5°C (high
confidence). International cooperation can provide an enabling environment for this to be
achieved in all countries and for all people, in the context of sustainable development.
International cooperation is a critical enabler for developing countries and vulnerable regions
(high confidence).

D7.3. International cooperation is a critical enabler for developing countries and vulnerable
regions to strengthen their action for the implementation of 1.5°C-consistent climate responses,
including through enhancing access to finance and technology and enhancing domestic
capacities, taking into account national and local circumstances and needs (high confidence).

D7.4. Collective efforts at all levels, in ways that reflect different circumstances and capabilities,
in the pursuit of limiting global warming to 1.50C, taking into account equity as well as
effectiveness, can facilitate strengthening the global response to climate change, achieving
sustainable development and eradicating poverty (high confidence).

Source: http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/special-reports/sr15/sr15 spm final.pdf

What is The Go-Back Club? Ours is a new idea — encouraging people in the U.S. and developed
countries to go backwards in their lives in the hope of bringing the current carbon dioxide levels back
toward 350 parts per million (ppm) instead of the catastrophic 408.54 ppm, as of November 18, 2018
(https://www.co2.earth/daily-co2). In the Guardian, George Monbiot slams going over the 400 ppm
mark as “a moment of symbolic significance on the road of idiocy.”


http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/special-reports/sr15/sr15_spm_final.pdf

To counteract this trend, lona publishes a monthly, online newspaper called Groundswell News. The
objectives are to:

Provide hope and encouragement to people who read the paper,

Inspire environmental activists with success stories from around the world,

Inform readers about issues which are often ignored by mainstream media, and
Foster creativity, courage, and tenacity in readers’ efforts to restore and protect the
environment.

PonNE

Goal: To provide inspiring, uplifting stories of people working to protect our planet from the destructive
forces of corporate and government greed with a primary focus on global warming/climate change
backed by current scientific reports. Since oceans and forests are major carbon sinks, there is a
preference for actions defending them, and whenever possible highlighting young people, women and
indigenous communities around the world. In September 2018, lona teamed up with the founder and
CEO of Team 54 Project International, Gbujie Daniel Chidubem. This group originated with Nigerian
Daniel and 54 African countries and in just 20 months has escalated to 207,000 members in 169 nations.
lona is now networking with Team 54 members and publishing their stories in addition to those coming
from American news sources.

Method: Groundswell News is an online newspaper attractive enough and with enough thought-
provoking headlines, photos, and captions to capture the attention of our busiest readers. Currently
there are 374 people on our email list and lona is in the process of finding at least two Assistant Editors
(preferably three) to help with obtaining and organizing incoming stories from foreign countries, where
electricity, Internet, and cell phone connections are often irregular. The newspaper is blossoming and
there are great stories everywhere, more than one person can handle.

History: The Grassroots Coalition for Environmental and Economic Justice (hereafter referred to as the
Coalition) was founded by John and lona Conner in 1990. Since the start of the Coalition and continuing
today, the Conners have presented programs and hosted meetings in hundreds of facilities such as
churches, high schools, and colleges, educating their members about the environmental and economic
aspects of societal change. They have always considered it a priority to get to the root causes of
problems.

Initial efforts were aimed at starting environmental committees where none existed or working with
existing groups to make them more effective. Following that, several years were devoted to teaching
people about organic cotton, non-sweatshop clothing, and providing programs and resources to help
participants switch to more Earth-friendly options. The Conners' current emphasis is on global warming,
utilizing many of the same networks they have developed over the years. Their lives are devoted to
reaching as many people as possible, each partner working in her/his own way. This proposal is for
lona's newspaper, Groundswell News.

In September 2013, lona started a new Coalition project called "The Go-Back Club," which aims to help
people (primarily Americans) learn how to evaluate their daily habits and change them to reduce each
person's or family's carbon footprint. Today, most people are very aware of the damage that is occurring



from global warming. On the other hand, most people in Africa already have tiny carbon footprints and
are trying to establish basic standards of living with adequate food, shelter, and clean water. The dream
is to equalize everything so that nobody is suffering.

Those without access to environmental news and education about global climate change may not be as
well informed as others. The outreach and education presented by the Conners and their coalition of
volunteers has been well received and appreciated by the public. They are a bridge between the
scientists who study and report on climate change, and citizens of the world, as their communications
embrace the globe. John has over 9,000 people on his email list, developed over the past 30 years.

While many experts agree that climate change has been occurring for thousands (or millions) of years,
most agree that it can, must, and should be slowed by every means available; therefore, public outreach
is essential. People need to understand the difference between local weather fluctuations and broader
climate systems. When the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released its latest report
in October 2018, the results were alarming. Climate change is progressing much faster than computer
models were showing and the IPCC said we have 12 years or less to halt greenhouse gas emissions and
take other immediate, urgent steps to keep the Earth’s temperature from rising above 1.5°C.

Our goal is to quickly unite people of varying backgrounds and educational levels in a common cause,
bringing folks together to help all life, including plants and animals, which also have every right to
flourish.

Background: The newspaper effort started 10 years ago in January 2008 with the publication of 1,000
broadsheet papers every month at first called The Order of the Earth: News, Views and Musings,
eventually changing to Earth News, then to The Go-Back Club, and now in its present, electronic form,
Groundswell News.

Because the cost of printing and mailing the broadsheet averaged $1,000 per month, and because the
income from it was minimal, it was necessary for lona to work full-time in a sewing factory to cover the
expenses. After four years of these dual jobs, the hard copy of the newspaper was discontinued.

Two years later, a new, electronic version was created in 2013 called The Go-Back Club, a name derived
from the realization that American society, or at least the middle and upper parts of it, had gone way
too far in excessive electricity use and consumerism, both of which were contributing a disproportionate
share of fossil fuel emissions and natural resource depletion in the U.S. and around the world. Our
readers recently supported a name change for our newspaper to Groundswell News.

Climate scientist Michael Mann is on our Board of Directors and his words sync with our mission: People
are “like a blind man walking randomly toward a cliff. The only thing that will save him is to go
backwards.” And thus, our Simple-Living/Action Brigade was born. The goal is to find others to join our
Simple Living Brigade. If people living in less-developed nations see the American way of life on TV or
the Internet and think it’s wonderful, they are misled. The current American Dream is actually a
nightmare. Too much stress, too many things, too much energy wasted, too much food wasted, too
much junk food ingested, too much junk in general. Too much. Too much. Too much!



We need to wake up the general public in America and educate them on both the outrageous level of
waste most of us create (and how to reduce that) plus our extravagant use of fossil fuels (and how to
reduce that). By showing how energy is used at every single step in the manufacturing and disposal
processes, from cradle to grave, people appreciate what they have and put more emphasis on trying to
salvage things that already exist, while drastically curtailing new items to purchase. Nobody needs an act
of Congress to start treating their home like a miniature Earth, thinking always about how to make our
precious natural resources last forever and how to keep it safe.

The Go-Back Club objectives are simple ones, but the potential impacts are enormous. These objectives
are:

e Educate the public through our newspaper and social networking;

e Invite people to contribute their creative ways of "going back" to more simple lifestyles and
share their information and stories in our newspaper; and

e Teach memorable quotes to help people connect with our mission such as:

1. Use it up, wear it out, make it do, or do without. Old New England expression
2. Live simply so that others may simply live. Mahatma Gandhi

3. Every being has rights to be recognized and revered. Trees have tree rights, insects have insect
rights, rivers have river rights, mountains have mountain rights. So too with the entire
range of beings throughout the Universe. Thomas Berry, The Great Work: Our Way into
the Future

4. The only way forward is back: to retrace our steps and seek to return atmospheric
concentrations [of carbon dioxide] to around 350 ppm. British journalist, George Monbiot, in a
May 3013 article when carbon dioxide levels hit 400 parts per million.

Status: There are currently 374 people around the world who receive Groundswell News. To help this
operation become sustainable, a $10 annual subscription fee was instituted for the first time in 10 years
but only a few have paid to date. For this embryonic publication to succeed, funding is essential to
support a serious marketing campaign to search out new members and sponsors of the “Club” and get
ads from environmental groups whose campaigns we endorse. With adequate funding, | will quit my
part-time job and work full-time on Groundswell News. There are great stories everywhere (more than
one person can handle), so when adequate funding arrives, | will hire people to help me develop stories
from disjointed Facebook posts and photos with no captions or photo credits. They will help obtain and
organize incoming stories from foreign countries, where electricity, Internet, and cell phone connections
are often irregular. Our paper is now 50 pages long and it’s almost impossible to get all the work done
every month with no help.

| have a home office in rural Pennsylvania but electronically am connected to the world. | have
established a routine for creating my newspaper, but the past two months have brought an influx of
wonderful stories from Africa, Nepal, Switzerland, India, etc. This new phase is extremely exciting but



I’'m having trouble keeping up. My newspaper has jumped from 12 or 16 or 20 pages to 50 pages and
the hodge-podge way I've received stories from Facebook wastes a lot of my time. Hiring younger, more
proficient assistants will help us reach more people faster with the urgency of climate change now upon
us, given only 12 years by the IPCC to convert every single destructive system in the world to a benign,
sustainable one. Although | can readily create beautiful, powerful newspapers, | remain an unskilled FB
user and was recently scammed; | also find it confusing to navigate with social media and my website
needs more attention. By bringing four or five younger people onto my team, things will improve.

International Reach: The Go-Back Club has a four-year-old partnership with Chiwundu Charles Ekwe,
founder of the Milk Basket in Nigeria. Chiwundu’s goal is to help alleviate hunger and poverty in Nigeria
by “developing the best outreach and create program practices, which will help fill the gaps in education
and food service for millions of children living in the creek communities in the poverty-stricken, highly-
polluted Niger Delta.” He is looking for collaborations and partnerships with people all over the world to
help improve education in these marginalized communities by building libraries and supplying books.
During the past two years, Chiwundu has earned his Professional Diploma in Education and has a
published paper with the results of his research of 80 schools in the Niger Delta area, many of which
were abandoned and/or were operating with unpaid teachers. Now he is nearly done with his master’s
degree in Food Science and Technology. That research evaluated the use of native, underutilized
legumes to develop a nutritious weaning product. Together his projects are giving him the tools he
needs for success in achieving his dual goal of helping alleviate both poverty and hunger.

In September 2018, Daniel Chidubem Gbujie discovered Groundswell News and publicized it to his
growing network. After letting everyone in Team 54 know about our newspaper, Facebook friend
requests started pouring in, as did amazing stories of people in Africa and other nations working hard on
climate change in various forms. | met Team 54 CEO Gbujie Daniel Chidubem on September 20, 2018
and he told me that Groundswell News was to be Team 54’s official newspaper. He then filmed an
interview with me on his laptop on the Bangladesh platform and posted it for all to see. The interview is
at
https://www.facebook.com/gbujie.chidubem/videos/10156635606263879/UzpfSTEWMDAwWMDEYNDA4
MDc4MDozMDYWNExMjkOOTKkOMTQ6NzU6MDoxNTQzNjUxMTk50jY50Tk1NDY5SNTE3SMDY4NTASMTk/

Orphans: In addition to a primary focus on climate change and the environment, we’ve added
something peripherally related, orphans, especially in Africa. These poor innocent little ones are often
neglected and struggling, as are the good-hearted people trying to help them. | want Groundswell News
to try getting them much-needed assistance. This idea is relatively new with the advent of Team 54
members who are working on both climate change and poverty with several of them trying to shelter
and feed orphans in their communities. One can hardly look at Africa and work with her peoples without
considering poverty and hunger, two unjust consequences of global greed.

Printernet Project of Canada: Michael Josefowicz, with 35 years in the printing business, is creating
newsletters, which are being printed and distributed in the States and African communities. Printernet is
now partnered with Groundswell News. We will be sharing stories and sending them out to new people
on both continents. The image on the next page shows one of his nearly-finished products.



o QURLERY;

P b Can Printernet change life
' (E ( A
g < : ?

I P - of its partners

e 3

L7 a
g;gl erd'y

Z

This question can be asked
by anyone. Young people use
this social media for a variety of purposes.
The reality is that there are all kinds of
people using it. When you're connected to
your Facebook friend, the conversation lets
you know who you're talking to. This led you
to make a choice. This choice will lead you
to success.

This story is about Joseph Atwongyeire.
It's a Ugandan. Through Facebook, he had
the opportunity to connect to Printernet New
York, an initiative of the Global Study of
Social Enterprise, 501c3. Menya Magazine
interviewed him to ask how things started.

He told Menya, « | was connected to
Facebook, | used this account to publish
what I'm doing, and at the beginning | was
involved in tree planting, which | still do.
One Facebook friend of mine told me about
the Printernet cofe and the internet
connection, he told me that we can change
our community with the internet. The first
time i never accepted because i was totally
interested in planting trees, but not cafe. At
a given time, | realized it can help. He
started guiding me, telling me how it works.

He sent the funds. | used it to buy two
computers, a router and other things.

The growth of the project

The Nyarushanje cafe in Uganda started
with Wi-Fi powered by solar power, two
computers and two months of telecom
billing. Today, it has seven computers, a TV
connected to the Internet and a small printer
in a comfortable environment and in a
rented space. He is now making a profit per
hour billed for cyber-time, a three-week
course on computers, cafe making and
printing copies.

Printernet Cafe combines the power of the

Internet with the power of print to create a
friendly editing and learming center. The first
step was to install a wifi village and two

computers.




Once installed, GCSSE provides real-time
buisness coaching via Facebook and
Messenger thread.

Printernet’s income in tree planting

The revenues we got went to tree planting. |
manage both Printernet Cafe and Greening
Uganda (environmental protection).

Micro Loans

Cafe profits are used to finance a
micro-credit, a program run by Printernet
cafe. In  August
2018, six micro

loans were granted

to a bricklaying
company, a fumiture '
manufacturer and a fu i
chicken producer,
among others. Today Joseph is working on
establishing a Village Bank to expand the

micro finance program.

Facebook

Many people think that Facebook is a fake
social media. What | can say is that
Facebook i1s a place of interesting
innovation that can make things happen. If it
was not Facebook, | would not have met
Michael or any other person. He can
connect the world to be a good place to live.

By Canon Felix

Gitega Burudi

Menya Foundation

Menya Magazine

You can reach out by calling us at +257
79326155 or emailing us at
menyafoundation2018@mail.com

Space for
advertisement
and community
announcements

Space for
advertisement
and community
announcements




Marketing Strategy: Our current strategy is to keep reaching out to Facebook friends asking them if they
want to be on our email list. With adequate funding, we can start placing ads in environmental
magazines and other sister publications. ASAP, we will hire and train two or three Assistant Editors to
help organize articles with photos, captions, and photo credits so they’re ready to publish. Since most of
the people whose stories we are publishing are in groups, they are sharing Groundswell News with their
networks, thereby expanding our readership. People whom we feature love our newspaper and tell
their friends about it.

We will also be reaching out to professors in universities with African studies departments and Black
colleges in America. Their marketing budgets should enable them to place ads in Groundswell News and
also develop a presence among African American students and others who receive our newspaper.

Once | have funding to place ads for Groundswell News in sister organizations’ publications, my team
and | will research dozens and then hundreds of groups working on these issues.

One of the most essential things is to hire a social networking expert to ramp up our outreach, thereby
augmenting our marketing efforts. Our website is making progress but hiring a skilled web expert will
make it a more effective tool for education and marketing.

Here is our new ad.
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Groundswell News

An activist publication bringing readers struggles and successes as well as
climate-change news in the U.S. and around the globe, highlighting Team
54 members in Africa. People everywhere are working to make change. Our
beautiful newspaper will inspire and encourage vou. Sign up today at www.
gobackclub.org or email gobackclub@pa.net. It’s free but donations are
gladly accepted. A project of the 501(¢)(3) Grassroots Coalition for Environ-
mental and Economic Justice. Photo https://www.google.com/search




Action: If we all make conscious decisions to cut back on superfluous things in our lives, collectively we
will make a difference. The Go-Back Club and Groundswell News will make an impact when this work
snowballs, creating a chain reaction in educating and motivating others to do whatever they are capable
of, given their life circumstances.

Who is directly working with me? Team 54 Project International is active in 169 countries and in 20
months has grown to 207,000 members; dozens of them are working with me now. | chose to work with
Team 54 because | love its CEO and his vision, plus his ability to mobilize so many hard-working, serious,
intelligent, compassionate young people. That’s not to say older ones are not involved, they are, but the
young ones have the energy and stamina to carry out more physically demanding projects.

At this point, | have had one volunteer Wire Editor for several years and everyone who contributes
articles, photos, or artwork to Groundswell News is also a volunteer since they’re not getting paid. Team
54 is the first and only group working directly with me on climate change, other than my husband, who
provides current information and brainstorming. | know many other environmental groups working on
Climate change and receive their communications, but I've mostly focused on those working against
fracking in Pennsylvania, especially the Delaware Riverkeeper Network. When | find great activities by
other groups, | publish their work. Many local activists are on my email list and we communicate
periodically.

Who will be served by this project? People around the world, most of whom live in less-developed
countries than ours, who are working so hard with many obstacles, will gain greater exposure for their
underfunded projects, and hopefully some of our more affluent readers will make donations to them.
One example of this is Emmanuel Niyoyabikoze of Burundi, a 24-year-old man who started Greening
Burundi with a bank micro-loan, then organized a team, bought thousands of bags to fill with dirt, and
prepared these bags for seeds. His dream was to get one million trees started in three years. When he
told me he had run out of money for more seeds, one of my American readers donated $200 towards
his tree-nursery. He ran out of money again and had to stop at 40,000 seedlings until more money
comes in. | have featured him and his wonderful photos twice already and will be running Part lll in the
next issue. He posted recent photos and a brief description of his project on my Facebook timeline, and
received many encouraging comments. This is just one example of an outcome from one story.

My newspaper has unexpectedly turned into a fundraising vehicle for many groups and individuals. The
young people working with Team 54 are extremely excited when | publish their stories; they are
encouraged as we work together to create their articles and | am an enthusiastic cheerleader for them
all with my wealth of experience. As we grow and reach more people on all continents, those who have
extra money will donate to those who need it.

The column head for my upcoming January issue is going to be: Pick A Project (in other words, find
something you love and share some of your money with those who need it). Since | live in rural
Pennsylvania and am a low-income senior, I’'m not in a position to travel to Africa or other countries
(though I've had invitations to visit Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Nepal, Burundi, Uganda, Nigeria, and the Ivory



Coast so far). Those invitations are not realistic for me to accept now. All of my current work is done via
social media, email, or phone calls. | have an international phone card with inexpensive minutes.

Goals: My goal for this year is to establish a secure financial base so | can quit my part-time job and work
exclusively on my newspaper. One of my dearest goals is that the stories coming out of Africa needing
financial support will touch the hearts of American readers and they will contribute now that our
newspaper has apparently become a marriage between our U.S. readers and Africans working in so
many ways against climate change, poverty, and hunger.

There is a heart-warming new element because many of the climate activists over there are also helping
orphans and some are even orphans themselves. Since it’s no secret that we’re all connected to each
other and Planet Earth, the more good we can do by publishing these stories, the better off we all will
be. My long-range goal is to keep my newspaper growing in every possible healthy, sustainable way to
last at least through the 12-year period the IPCC needs for humanity to completely change the way the
whole world works.

Determining Success: When the projects | publish start getting funded because of my newspaper, or
when the author activists whose stories | publish are pleased with the outcome, | will know I've
succeeded. Sometimes all it takes is to give a struggling person a bit of encouragement and praise to
keep them going. The people who have sent material are thrilled to see their work published. They can
then use Groundswell News to promote their projects in other places to other people. It is very exciting
to see the gratitude these young activists and artists have for a little recognition. Time will tell if more
comes of it, but at least | have spurred them on for a while. In some cases, like Emmanuel in Burundi, |
keep tracking them so that everyone can appreciate the growth and success of their projects, especially
those which are replicable under the right circumstances. These things | can easily track and document.

How will | continue to fund my project? | will make a more concentrated effort to get ads like
mainstream newspapers do, but they will have to be from groups and companies which share my
values. | will make more of an effort to ask people for an annual subscription fee. It’s $10 now but
probably should be higher. | will also be applying to other foundations since this is a 501(c)(3) project.
Ads and paying subscribers are what have helped newspapers survive for decades, so those traditional
tactics should prove successful when implemented with mine.

Steps | have taken so far to implement these strategies: | have tried asking people for $10 a year and
just sent out annual renewal forms. A year ago, | was coming back to publishing after working a full-time
job. With my world expanding from the Team 54 alliance, | will be gathering a much wider audience for
both paid subscribers and advertisers. | applied to about 15 foundations during the past year for the
smaller, less exciting version of Groundswell News but the past two months have brought the whole
world to me. If this continues, things will surely prove that my paper is a valuable tool in the struggle
against climate change and is worth supporting. Thanks to Team 54, my expected reach is worldwide. |
accept Facebook friend requests carefully after being scammed, and work gently with newcomers



inviting them to subscribe; they usually do. Groundswell News has enormous potential for exponential
growth electronically.

Priorities: The first thing | need to do is secure people in a meaningful way by paying them, including
me. | will hire supplemental people to ease the work load. Once we gather sufficient funds, we can pay
to place ads for our newspaper in journals with readers who would be potential subscribers. | feel
strongly that, like mainstream newspapers, our contributors should be paid. I'm not planning to run a
sweatshop. The faster we grow and attract more climate activists, the greater will be our ability to play a
significant role in slowing the worst effects of climate change during the prescribed 12-year period given
by the IPCC.

The total annual amount to make this a full-fledged newspaper operation, paying people to help grow
the business and submit acceptable work, is $87,000. This much money will need to come from
foundations at first but once we’re able to support ourselves with subscriptions and ads, sustainability
will be achieved.

Plan for Future Fundraising: If we earn $6,000 next year from ads and subscriptions, doubling to
$12,000 the following year, doubling that to $24,000 in our third year ($24,000), doubling that in our
fourth year ($48,000), by year five with continual doubling, we will be strongly self-sustaining. Profits
will be used to hire more people as needed.

Funding Needs:

Publish and distribute a monthly, climate-change newspaper;

Hire at least two Assistant Editors, preferably three;

Hire a website expert to increase membership and information dissemination;

Hire a social media expert to facilitate outreach to other groups and individuals in order to

expand our network of supporters and our effectiveness;

Pay authors, photographers, and artists for their published work;

6. Place advertisements in multiple publications to raise awareness about this project and invite
others to join The Go-Back Club;

7. Support travel expenses and fees to attend conferences and other public gatherings; and

8. Demonstrate to others in our network how to reduce their fossil fuel footprints using creative

methods that will work realistically in their own lives.
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Budget for One Year’s Operation of The Go-Back Club: | have hardly any expenses now, mostly printer
cartridges. | hope to build a vast network of activists by working full-time from home and not needing to
be a wage slave anywhere else, as | am doing now and have done in the past.

This projected budget is how | imagine my newspaper will flourish with one year of full-time, salaried
work for myself and part-time work for others:

$25,000 salary for publisher
$18,000 salary for three part-time Assistant Editors
$12,000 salary for part-time social networker and part-time website assistance
$10,000 ads and memberships in congenial publications
$5,000 office supplies, pertinent books, and magazines
$5,000 travel to events and conferences
$2,000 utilities for home office space (20% of our house)
$5,000 technology maintenance and replacement
$3,000 pay writers $25 per story, poem, or artwork (includes Western Union fees)
$2,000 software upgrades

TOTAL: $87,000

Budget for Grassroots Coalition: John’s and my non-profit work are very different, as are our needs.
John is 83 and works primarily from home producing documents, writing letters, and either emailing or
mailing them via the USPS. His email list has over 9,000 people in churches, universities, synagogues,
labor unions, and other social-change organizations, plus numerous individuals who support his work
with donations; John does not rely on foundations. He also sends information to many other countries
to promote his vision and plan of action to meet the founding goals of the Coalition. He works tirelessly
to fulfill our original mission and tries to bring to life the full name of our organization, Grassroots
Coalition for Environmental and Economic Justice. He will undoubtedly work for worldwide justice in all
forms until the day he dies.

Expenses:
$2,766 post office
$2,496 office supplies
$128 publications
$1,648 travel
$1,203 Utilities for Home Office: (15%)

TOTAL: $8,241



Qualifications of Publisher/Editor: | have been an environmental activist for more than five decades.
The birth of my first child 52 years ago catapulted me into the realization that my daily choices had a
direct bearing on the health of our son and the well-being of the Earth. I’'ve been an active participant in
the movement ever since.

As a nurse, | watched people dying prematurely of cancer. As an air pollution inspector in the middle of
New Jersey, | was inside factories -- or on their roofs -- writing violations and bringing corporations to
court. As an employee of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, | was a one-woman
road show carting slides of hazardous waste sites and a car full of non-toxic products to educate
audiences about the ways in which traditional consumer activities help create toxic dump sites.

As Co-Director of the Grassroots Coalition for Environmental and Economic Justice, | travelled
throughout the Northeast and Midwest for 15 years with John organizing meetings and presenting
programs. We started a worker-owned cooperative with a handful of women who designed and made
clothes using organic cotton grown in the U.S. and selling those garments (plus items from other
socially-responsible companies) in churches and colleges. Then both of us switched our emphasis to
climate change. Our shared vision is to work with people to create a more just and loving world.

| have had numerous jobs as a reporter, written several books, edited other groups’ newsletters, and
had hundreds of articles published in newspapers and magazines from The New York Times to small-
town weekly newspapers. | love writing, editing, and proofreading others’ work. This is my life.

Currently | am devoting all my spare time and energy to educating, activating, and inspiring people
through Groundswell News. Our goal is to bring thousands and eventually millions more people into the
growing movement to urgently, intelligently, seriously, and passionately combat global warming/climate
change.



Outcomes: Feedback from our Readers on Messages Page

(October 2018)

Team 54 Project 9:29pm Sep 4

Team 54 Project is pleased to let our members across the world know that they can write their
environmental related article and get published.

On Groundswell newspaper based in the US. It's is currently run by one of us, Ms. Iona Conner the
publisher.

Their Goal is to provide inspiring, uplifting stories of people working to protect our planet from the
destructive forces of corporate and government greed with a primary focus on global
warming/climate change backed by current scientific reports. Our CEO will feature shortly on the
monthly newspaper.

I have been told to special inform everyone and for us to share the news to our networks. But the
following people are to take note. One of the wonderful writers we have among us Ms. Yafi Adeline
from Cameroon, Mr. Roberto Santi from Liberia who is an Op-Ed writer himself, and our own national
coordinator for Zambia who herself is an outstanding young journalist Ms. Beatrice C Phiri that they
are to contact our CEO concerning this post.

Click on the website to find out more:

http://www.gobackclub.org/

Iona Conner, Keep up the great work of informing mankind of how to make Earth Green Again.

All members and other nonmembers can be part of this.

Best wishes,

Tiffany Clumbs
For CEO

THE GO-BACK CLUB: A SIMPLE-LIVING/ACTION BRIGADE

(November 2018)
(Re: August GBC)
What a splendid, beautiful, soul nourishing publication!!!

Alanna Hartzok, Scotland, Pennsylvania, US

Climate Change threatens the reason for our existence. We can endure the journey which we know
will lead to our doom or we can do what TEAM 54 Project does — create an environment that can

make the journey enjoyable. Even in our circumstances we can still  find hope.



Everything can be taken from anyone on Earth but there 's one thing that can 't be taken from you, it is
the personal attitude of expressing the best version of one s self which one can control even in the
worst of circumstances.

TEAM 54 Project a Iso sees the current Climate Change crisis from the perspective that it is a global
trial or some form of test for mankind, made possible because of our exploitative natures which have
changed the environment. However, out of any hopeless situations, if we  all work together we can
create a path to redemption, only if we work together.

Gbujie Daniel Chidubem, Global Citizen

Thank you so much my friend. Also am highly appreciates your effort work towards my initiative. The
copy you sent me is an excellent work! Am proud of you my friend lona. May God grant us long life
with peace and healthy! | pray for us Amen!!!

Mbaarak Abdalla, Kenya

Fantastic. Good write up my good friend. We thank you very well for being part of us TEAM 54 Project
International.

Regards.

Priscillia Uloaku, Nigeria

Thanks lona. You keep amazing me.
Ted Cassidy, Ohio, USA

Please add me to your list! This is a terrific  newsletter.
Sharon Malhotra, Pennsylvania, USA

Good issue, lona!
CB, Blairs Mills, Pennsylvania, USA

This is the most awesome issue of Groundswell News! Thank you for sending it! It is so good to read
how we, the people, are taking back our planet from the greedy corporati ons and politicians who
would destroy it for their own higher profits and  personal satisfaction. | am so happy to learn, too,
that the courts are beginning to side with the indigenous people and recognizing their rights to pure
water and a livable environment. Thank you so much for all the great work you do!

Doug Davis, Old Forge, New York, USA

We want to thank Ms. lona Conner the founder/Editor -in-Chief of Groundswell News for the visit to the

office yesterday. Ms. lona travelled all the way from Pennsylvania to New Jersey to meet with our



staff and CEO. She donated lots of eco =friendly books to the TEAM 54 Project library. We appreciate
it Thanks for the interview, too.

Best wishes

Tiffany Clumbs, Head Admin, Team 54 Project

lona Conner is a good friend of great knowledge that can help the whole world, |  really appreciate her
work towards projects.

Samwel Orenda, Kenya

| sense the greatest thing your organization can do in the near term is introduce AAEC to TEAM 54
leaders. Dealing with our energy trilemma of affordability and sustainability is truly a  global
challenge. Please see attached position paper and let me know your thoughts on this subject.

Let’s pledge to do our best to empower humanity to avoid extinction.

Les Blevins, Kansas, USA

Beautiful moments, wow...

Marvelous Marcel Jinabo, Cameroon

Always dynamic...
Chouaib Sey, New York City, New York

Please name just a few of so that | can be aware with. | can be doing things of just normal for me,
others are being touched positively or negatively! | am pleasured to see Green Worriers smile on pic.
Mayaya Mack, Tanzania

She said wonderful things and keep up the great work.
Gbujie Daniel Chidubem, Global Citizen

Nice
Birendra Poudel, Nepal

Congrats above and beyond limits.
Nesh Pauline, Kenya

Wow, that’s very thoughtful and kind of you. Thank lona Conner.

Sussie-Greene Kwaghdoo, Nigeria



Good to see such noble people together!
Raj Phukan, India

Wonderful lady!! Thankyou Ms. lona Conner
King Paul Pawel, Uganda

lona Conner thank you for the visit
Roberto Santi, Liberia

Happy to see y 'all.
Yafi Adeline, Cameroon

Thank you for all your support, lona Conner
Udeme Udoaka, Nigeria

That’s a great job. You done well with this article of climate change, and it ’s inspiring.
Robert Cave, U.S., Syria Peacekeeper

| just want to say | finally got to listento  the interview..... it was fantastic !!!'! What an interesting
man! And he asked such good questions and you had wonderful answers.... So will you be able to go
to the conference in Liberia? Wow wouldn 't that be something?!!!! Well | hope you get lots  of people
joining the Go -Back Club too! I'm glad you shared this with me!

Oh and | just gleaned onto that little  bit about Rocks have power and lakes can think.... | loved that

Linda Lowber, |daho, USA

Great Job lona for visiting TEAM 54 ... Please when can | send in my story and how can | get
supported even with tools, books, funds, etc...?
Matthew Patricks, a Nigerian living in Ghana

This is wonderful news. | had never heard of this group. | know about WHIS and their Africa chapter.
A colleague of mine, Joyce Misoi, is heading it up in Kenya. | did take the liberty to reach out to Dr.
Gjubie and hope to hear back from him.

As you might know, ERI has been working on a very large initiative in West Africa — Cote d’lvoire for
many years — addressing climate change. Our model is now the leading model for climate action in
that region. We are very excited about it as we are finally getting to  the point of receiving serious
funding. My last trip to Africa was to officially partner  with the leading district Mayor of Cocody

in Abidjan.



If you do get the chance to connect again  with him, please urge him to contact us, as we would love
to find ways to collaborate our work and bring partners, like the Global Ecovillage Network Africa,
etc...and the United African Congress group in NYC affiliated with the UN.

Glad that Alanna forwarded me your email! And so pleased that you are spreading the word about his
group! Fantastic.

Annie Goeke, Earth Rights Institute, USA

Thanks lona. You have such a nice club full of ideas. | like what you do. | am an  organic farming
trainer having founded an organization SOFAf rica focusing on training farmers, schools, and youths
on climate change, nutrition, and sustainable farming without use of chemicals. | am against
Monsanto who has dominated Africa. please visit my FB page SOFAfrica on organic farming.
Simon Murungi, South Africa

Just signed up for Go -Back Club. I'm so amazed at how much effort you have made about climate
change. U have a wealth of experience in your CV. You told me you will be a little engaged today.

This is to let you know that | was able to listen to part of the interview of more than 1 hryou had with
TEAM 54 Project. | needed more data and a strong Internet connection to  finish, lol, but then | had to
save it to watch later. More than anything, | 'm inspired by the contributions you have mad e to ensure
reduced carbon footprint in our world and | do hope your good work will attract all  the financial
support you need to help you with your work. | 'm so eager to have a live chat with you when you are
less busy. Thank you and loads of love from he re.

Udeme Udoaka, Nigeria

THANK YOU lona Conner!
Mathias Kpétohoto, Benin Republic

Would you be interested in spreading the word to help Bonnie Leigh on GoFundMe? Isn’t she the
lady who used to play the Irish harp in Huntingdon and she moved? She fell on her job, broke an arm
& damaged both hands. She s still in great pain. She can’t work as a certified music professional,
playing for hospital patients. A dulcimer guy | know is trying to raise  $15,000 so she cannot lose her
home and pay some medical bills . Folks in the Huntingdon Health and Wellness Association all
rhapsodized over her playing. If you want to run a piece in your newspaper, that would help her a lot.
Link to Bonnie’s GoFundMeR campaign at https://www.gofundme.com/bonnie  -leigh-cmp

C.B., Blairs Mills, Pennsylvania, USA

| remember meeting the first man to  fly around the world on a solar aircraft, Mr. Piccard Bertrand.
Flying for 23 days and covering 42,400km with the Solar Impulse2, which is a Swiss long -range,

experimental, solar-powered aircraft project. The privately -financed project is initiated, chaired and



piloted by Swiss psychiatrist Dr. Bertrand Piccard, who co -piloted the solar craft. He was also the
first man to circle the world non -stop with a balloon. The Solar Impulse project 's goals were to make
the first circumnavigation of the Earth by a piloted, fixed -wing aircraft using only solar power which
was a success. He then used the project to bring attentionto  clean tec hnologies from solar.

Met him last year and | hear he is doing greater work on renewables. We must be able to inspire
more people. Bertrand inspired me. Clean renewables can save Earth.

Gbujie Daniel Chidubem, Global Citizen

This is a great newspaper.
Dalmas Tiampati, Kenya

I'm training young children how to grow their own food here.
Buba Jawneh, Gambia

TEAM54PROJECT MEMBER WINS GLOBAL SDGs COMPETITION
We are excited to announce today that Mr. Samuel Teah Wantoe, who is a TEAM 54 Project member

from Liberia, who we collectively supported through our votes on Wantoe's climate -change-based
Project which he registered in the Sustainable Development Goals competition. He has emerged
overall winner of this year 2018 Global Young Voices competition tagged “SDGs World Cup”.
Clearly, when we work together we can achieve anything. We want to thank all our members across
the world that voted and partners that shared the information across their network base.

TEAM 54 Project is taking the lead on Climate Change globally and locally.

Tiffany Clumbs, Head Admin, Team 54 Project

Gbujie Daniel Chidubem shared a post.

Congratulations Samuel Teah Wantoe from Liberia. His environment preservation project just won a
global award in 2018.

Interesting stories for millennials, by millennials worldwide at https://www.globalyoungvoices.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ ; groups/1806023909460454/permalink/1991852824210894/

www.globalyoungvoices.com ; https://www.facebook.com/globalyoungvoices/

Best wishes
Gbujie Daniel Chidubem, Global Citizen

Thanks sooo much TEAM 54 Project and Gbhujie Daniel Chidubem! | am privilege to be a member of
this generation of environmental change makers. Team 54 Project Support was fundamental
in winning this! Thank You ( five prayerful- hands emojis)

Samuel Teah Wantoe, Liberia


https://www.facebook.com/
http://www.globalyoungvoices.com/

